Though the term “manifesto” is frequently associated with Karl Marx and his ideologically polarizing “Communist Manifesto,” the word itself is innocuous. It’s an Italian term describing a "public declaration explaining past actions and announcing the motive for forthcoming ones." 
Manifestos are often issued or published by impassioned individuals or groups, and they’re primarily intended to develop a fresh set of guidelines, rules, or belief structures. So, yes—the word is historically linked to radical visions for reshaping democracy, but it’s also a way to simply encapsulate a “call-to-action,” imploring its readers to unify and rally around new social standards and ideals. I had a professor describe a “manifesto” as a rhetorical compass, a personal vision pointing readers toward your version of “true north.” 
For this assessment, you’ll construct a personalized manifesto (or rhetorical declaration), which should unambiguously delineate your vision of a “fair and equal America.” The manifesto itself should be three-to- five pages in length. MLA format. 
In June of 2014, Julian Hanna published an article in The Atlantic, which inventively outlined the traits of effective manifestos (i.e., public declarations). In part, she writes, “Part of the attraction of the manifesto is that it remains a surprisingly complex and often paradoxical genre: flippant and sincere, prickly and smooth, logical and absurd, material and immaterial, shallow and profound.” 
In other words, some declarations may seem both quixotic and naïve, which is perfectly fine, as long as they’re grounded in real-world problems concerning real-world peoples. The listed traits, as mentioned, are especially helpful, and I’d like you to use them as a guide during the writing process. Below are abbreviated, gently modified versions of each trait—all to which your manifesto ought to adhere. 
Allow your process to be guided by eight characteristics, which are detailed below. Your manifesto should: 
1. Include a list of “numbered tenets,” conveying urgency and straight talk. 
2. Exist to challenge and provoke, demanding “the impossible,” while remaining unpredictable. 
3. May be perceived by others who disagree with you as an arguably “dangerous advertisement.” 
4. Be perceived as “sexy” (i.e. they should emotionally and intellectually seduce readers). 
5. Function in many ways like a story where the writer presents “fiction as fact.” 
6. Embrace the “paradox” (i.e., the sentiments maybe unstable or self-contradictory at times). 
7. Intendto“cleartheway”forthenextvisionofthefutureandnewergenerations. 
8. Articulate a clear platform, energizing readers to believe in both “magic” and “madness.” 

The essay’s heading should be consistent with MLA formatting. Use Times New Roman (size 12) or Garamond (size 12) only. Also, the essay should have page numbers consistent with MLA formatting. Be sure to double space successively, and the essay’s margins should be one inch all the way around. 
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Overall Formatting/Aesthetic Consistency 6 points 
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	The essay’s overall format and aesthetic are perfectly consistent. 
	The essay’s overall format and aesthetic are somewhat inconsistent. 
	The essay’s overall format and aesthetic are frequently inconsistent. 
	The essay’s overall 


Effort
	1
	0

	The essay does evidence effort and dedication (i.e., the essay is well-planned, thoughtful, focused, and polished). 
	The essay does not evidence effort
and dedication (i.e., the essay feels rushed, unclear, unrevised, and/or thrown together). 



Grammar, Spelling 6 points

	6 
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	The essay is absolutely polished, indicating rigorous revision processes. 
	The essay contains far too many errors to qualify for all six points. 
	The essay is rife with error, indicating a blatant lack of revision. 



End of paragraph, opening paragraph 6 points
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	The essay’s final paragraph echoes the opening paragraph’s thesis statement in an artful fashion. 
	The essay’s final paragraph directly reiterates verbatim the opening paragraph’s thesis statement. 
	The essay’s final paragraph
fails to reinforce the opening paragraph’s thesis statement altogether. 




Fulfilling Expectations Detailed in Guidelines | 6 points 
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	3 
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	The essay fulfills the specific expectations articulated in the chosen prompt. 
	The essay fulfills some of the expectations from the chosen prompt, but problems exist. 
	The essay indicates blatant disregard for the chosen prompt’s specific criteria and expectations. 


Smooth transition between paragraphs 

	1 
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	The essay’s paragraphs are coherent,
and smooth transitions among paragraphs exist. 
	The essay’s paragraphs are disjointed,
and smooth transitions among paragraphs do not exist. 
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